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GUIDELINES FOR THE SAFE RELEASE OF ENCIRCLED WHALE SHARKS1 

General principles 

 Safety of the crew is a paramount consideration. 

 When releasing encircled whale sharks, the stress the animal receives should be 

minimized to the extent possible. 

 The following possible release methods should be used as general guidelines.  

 The effectiveness of the following possible release methods has not been fully evaluated. 

Further scientific research is necessary in order to investigate survival after the release by 

various release methods. Therefore, CCMs are encouraged to conduct analysis on 

methods used by their purse seine vessels. In addition, several agencies have initiated a 

program of satellite tag deployments by experienced observers to assess survival of 

encircles animals associated with various release techniques.  

 The appropriate release method should be chosen in a flexible manner depending on the 

circumstances and condition of the particular purse seine set, e.g. the size and orientation 

of the encircled animal, amount of fish in the purse seine set, weather conditions and 

brailing operation style. 

As noted in the TCC9 Summary Report, Para 318, the PNA requires that when a whale shark is 

encountered in a purse seine net in PNA waters the net roll must be immediately stopped and the 

whale shark released.   

In the WCPFC Convention Area the following actions are not recommended when releasing 

encircled whale sharks (see WCPFC-SC11-2015/EB-WP-03 Rev.1): 

 Vertically lifting sharks by tail 

 Pulling sharks by a loop hooked around its gill or holes bored into a fin 

 Gaffing 

 Leaving attached any towing ropes 

 Brailing whale sharks larger than 2 meters 

 Brailing whale sharks onto the deck               --- 

                                                 
1 Originally adopted on 8 December 2015.  The title of this decision was amended through the Commission decision 

at WCPFC13, through adopting the SC12 Summary Report which contains in paragraph 742: “SC12 agreed to 

change the title of ‘Guidelines for the safe release of encircled animals, including whale sharks’ to ‘Guidelines for 

the safe release of encircled whale sharks’.” 


