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1. Estimates of annual catches 
 
The following estimates of catches during each calendar year shall be provided to the 
Commission for each gear type: 
• catches of bigeye tuna (Thunnus obesus), skipjack tuna (Katsuwonus pelamis), 

yellowfin tuna (Thunnus albacares),  blue marlin (Makaira mazara) and black marlin 
(Makaira indica) in (i) the WCPFC Statistical Area (see paragraph #8) and (ii) the 
portion of the WCPFC Statistical Area east of the 150° meridian of west longitude; and 

• catches of albacore (Thunnus alalunga), striped marlin (Tetrapturus audax), swordfish 
(Xiphias gladius) and Pacific bluefin tuna (Thunnus orientalis) in (i) the Pacific Ocean 
south of the Equator, (ii) the Pacific Ocean north of the Equator, (iii) the WCPFC 
Statistical Area north of the Equator, (iv) the WCPFC Statistical Area south of the 
Equator, and (v) the portion of the WCPFC Statistical Area east of the 150° meridian 
of west longitude. 

 
For trollers targeting albacore in the Pacific Ocean south of the Equator, the following 
estimates of catches during the fishing season (July to June) should also be provided: 
 
• catches of albacore in the Pacific Ocean south of the Equator. 
 
Catch estimates shall also be provided for other species as determined by the Commission. 
 
Estimates of discards should also be provided. 
 
Longline catch estimates shall be for whole weight, rather than processed weight. 
All catch estimates shall be reported in tonnes (i.e., metric tons). 
 
The statistical methods that are used to estimate the annual and seasonal catches shall be 
reported to the Commission, with reference to the coverage rates for each type of data 
(e.g., operational catch and effort data, records of unloadings, species composition 
sampling data) that is used to estimate the catches and to the conversion factors that are 
used to convert the processed weight of longline-caught fish to whole weight. 
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6. The roles of flag states and coastal states 
 
Flag states or entities shall be responsible for providing to the Commission scientific data 
covering vessels they have flagged, except for vessels operating under joint-venture or 
charter arrangements with another state such that the vessels operate, for all intents and 
purposes, as local vessels of the other state, in which case the other state shall be responsible 
for the provision of data to the Commission. 
 
It is recognised that the ability of flag States or entities to provide scientific data to the 
Commission may be constrained by the terms of bilateral or regional arrangements, such as 
the Treaty on Fisheries Between the Governments of Certain Pacific Island States and the 
Government of the United States of America. 
 
Scientific data compiled by coastal states shall also be provided to the Commission. 
 
7. Time periods covered and schedule for the provision of data 
 
Estimates of annual or seasonal catches should be provided to the Commission from 1950 
onwards or, if the fleet began operating after 1950, from the year in which the fleet began 
operating. 
 
Operational catch and effort data, and size composition data, should be provided for all years, 
starting with the first year for which the data are available. 
 

2. Number of vessels active 
 
The number of vessels active1 in the WCPFC Statistical Area during each calendar year 
shall be provided to the Commission for each gear type. 
 
For longliners, pole-and-line vessels and purse seiners, the number of vessels active shall 
be provided by gross registered tonnage (GRT) class. The GRT classes are defined as 
follows: 
 
• Longline: 0–50, 51–200, 201–500, 500+ 
 
• Pole-and-line: 0–50, 51–150, 150+ 
 
• Purse seine: 0–500, 501–1000, 1001–1500, 1500+ 
 
For trollers targeting albacore, the number of vessels active during each calendar year 
shall be provided for (i) the WCPFC Statistical Area south of the Equator and (ii) the 
WCPFC Statistical Area north of the Equator. For trollers targeting albacore in the Pacific 
Ocean south of the Equator, the number of vessels active during the fishing season (July to 
June) shall be provided for (i)  the WCPFC Statistical Area south of the Equator and (ii) 
the Pacific Ocean south of the Equator. 
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For all gear types, except trollers targeting albacore in the Pacific Ocean south of the Equator, 
estimates of annual catches, the number of vessels active, catch and effort data, and size 
composition data, covering a calendar year should be provided by April 30 of the year 
following the calendar year (e.g., data covering calendar year ‘x’ should be provided by 30 
April of year ‘x+1’).  
 
For trollers targeting albacore in the Pacific Ocean south of the Equator, estimates of annual 
catches, the number of vessels active, catch and effort data, and size composition data, 
covering a fishing season (July to June) should be provided by April 30 of the year following 
the year in which the season ends (e.g., data covering the season from July of year ‘x’ to June 
of year ‘x+1’ should be provided by 30 April of year ‘x+2’). 
 
Estimates of annual catches, the number of vessels active, catch and effort data, and size 
composition data should be revised, and the revisions provided to the Commission, as 
additional data become available. 
 
8. Definition of the WCPFC Statistical Area 
 
The WCPFC Statistical Area is defined as follows: from the south coast of Australia due 
south along the 141° meridian of east longitude to its intersection with the 55° parallel of 
south latitude; thence due east along the 55° parallel of south latitude to its intersection with 
the 150° meridian of east longitude; thence due south along the 150° meridian of east 
longitude to its intersection with the 60° parallel of south latitude; thence due east along the 
60° parallel of south latitude to its intersection with the 130° meridian of west longitude; 
thence due north along the 130° meridian of west longitude to its intersection with the 4° 
parallel of south latitude; thence due west along the 4° parallel of south latitude to its 
intersection with the 150° meridian of west longitude; thence due north along the 150° 
meridian of west longitude; and from the north coast of Australia due north along the 129° 
meridian of east longitude to its intersection with the 8° parallel of south latitude, thence due 
west along the 8° parallel of south latitude to the Indonesian archipelago; and from the 
Indonesian peninsula due east along the 2°30′ parallel of north latitude to the Malaysian 
peninsula. 
 
9. Periodic reviews of the requirements for scientific data 
 
The Commission, through its Scientific Committee, shall periodically review the 
requirements for scientific data and shall provide the Commission with revised versions of 
this recommendation, as appropriate. 
 


