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1.0 ABTRACT 
 

Tuvalu’s Fishery comprised two active vessels which fished in the WCPO Convention Area in 

2019. These were one purse seiner and one longliner. The fishing catch and effort of the Tuvalu 

flagged purse seine vessel was mostly in the Kiribati EEZ, Phoenix and Line group and Tuvalu 

EEZ. The longliner mainly fished in the Tuvalu EEZ and to some extent in the adjacent Eastern 

High Seas Pocket. 

Tuvalu’s Purse Seine vessel estimated a catch total of 6,738mt, as estimated from logsheets, in 

2019. The highest catch species was skipjack tuna of 6,525mt (96.8%) in total, 204mt (3%) of 

yellowfin tuna and 9mt (0.1%) for bigeye tuna. Tuvalu’s longline vessel estimated a catch total 

of 208mt for 2019, dropping from 300mt in 2018. Yellowfin tuna accounted for the highest 

catch of 76mt (36.5%) of the total, albacore tuna of 64mt (30.8%), bigeye tuna of 52mt (25%), 

skipjack tuna of 16mt (7.7%) and the least catch of 12mt (5.8%) from other tuna-like species 

(billfish). 

For coastal state reporting there were 334 fishing vessels licensed to fish in the Tuvalu EEZ. 

These vessels consist of Purse seiners (PS), Longliners (LL), Fish or Reefer carrier (FC/RC) 

and Pole line (PL). The number of longliners decreased from 77 in 2018 to 70 in 2019. For 

long line vessels there are three licensing options: 12 months, 6 months and 3 months. Three 

vessels licensed for 12 months, 60 vessels for 6 months and 7 vessels for 3 months. For purse 

seiners, the number of licenses increased to 199 in 2019. For Pole and Line there were 14 

vessels licensed.  In terms of licensing arrangements, under bilateral agreements the total was 

102 licenses. Vessels licensed under the Federated States of Micronesia Arrangement (FSMA) 

were 65 and 31 vessels were licensed under the US Treaty. 

The total catches of tuna from fishing vessels in the Tuvalu EEZ for 2019 were 113,856.11mt. 

The highest catches were from Korean flagged vessels of 47,806.01mt (42%), followed by 

Taiwan flag and US of 16,266.52mt (14.3%) and 16,336.5mt (14.3%) respectively. Kiribati 

flagged vessels accounted for 9,135mt (8%) and then other FSMA vessels (flagged FM, MH, 

PG, SB) for 5% or less of the total. For Japanese pole and line tuna catches the raised estimate 

of 2,966mt for the Tuvalu EEZ shows an increase compared to previous years.  

Tuvalu’s National Observer Program has a total of active observers at 77, all male. Within this 

number of observers, 23 are certified as Debriefers who currently do the debriefing process of 

observer reports, and 6 are qualified debriefer assessors. A total of 73 of them are trained for 
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Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) chain of custody, while 4 observers are eligible for Cross 

Endorsed trips into the IATTC area.  

 

2.0 BACKGROUND 
 

Tuvalu’s fishery comprised two active vessels that authorized to fish in the WCPO Convention 

Area in 2019. These were one purse seiner and one longline vessel. The Tuvalu Fisheries 

Department also manages and monitors all fishing activity in the Tuvalu EEZ that is carried 

out by foreign fishing vessels under access agreements.  

The Tuvalu flagged purse seine vessel fished mainly in the Kiribati (Gilbert Islands) EEZ with 

some effort in the Phoenix and Line groups and Tuvalu EEZ. The longliner mostly fished in 

the Tuvalu EEZ with some effort in the adjacent Eastern High Seas Pocket. The purse seine 

catches were transshipped in Funafuti port, Kiritimati, Tarawa, Pohnpei and Majuro. The 

longliner offloaded all their catches at Suva port, Fiji.  

3.0 FLAG STATE REPORTING 

3.1 DOMESTIC FLEET 
There were two Tuvalu flagged vessels under the WCPFC RFV authorized to fish in the 

Convention Area in 2019. These were one purse seiner and one longliner. The number of purse 

seine and longline flagged vessels according to size category in the past five years is shown in 

the tables below. 

Table1a: Number of Tuvalu Purse Seiner flagged vessels and size category, active in the WCPFC Convention 

Area for 2015 - 2019. Source: TUFMAN 2 

 

Table 1b: Number of Tuvalu Longliner flagged vessels and size category, active in the WCPFC Convention 

Area for 2015 to 2019. Source: Tufman 2 

 

Year 00-500 GRT 501-1000 GRT 1001-1500 GRT 1500+ GRT Total Vessels 

2015 0 0 0 1 1 

2016 0 0 0 1 1 

2017 0 0 0 2 2 

2018 0 0 0 1 1 

2019 0 0 0 1 1 

Year  00-50GRT 51-200GRT 201-500GRT 500+ GRT Total Vessels 

2015 2 0 0 0 2 

2016 2 0 0 0 2 

2017 2 0 0 0 2 

2018 0 2 0 0 2 

2019 0 1 0 0 1 
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  3.2 CATCH DATA 

   3.2.1 Purse Seine  
 

Tuvalu’s Purse Seine flagged vessel catch total was 6,738mt, as estimated from logsheets, in 

2019 (Table 2 & Figure 1). The highest catch species was skipjack tuna of 6,525mt (96.8%) in 

total, 204mt (3%) of yellowfin tuna and 9mt (0.1%) for bigeye tuna. Catches were lower than 

2018 due to a breakdown of the vessel. 

Table 2: Annual raised catch estimated (mt) for Tuvalu Purse Seine fleet, in the WCPFC Convention Area over the 

five past years (2015-2019). Source: TUFMAN 2 

YEAR BET SKJ YFT Total 

2015 0 5362 108 5470 

2016 0 5970 140 6110 

2017 8 4551 1082 5641 

2018 345 9226 1379 10950 

2019 9 6525 204 6738 

 

 

Figure 1: Chart of annual catches target species for Tuvalu Purse Seiner for the WCPFC Convention Area over the 

past five years (2015-2019) 
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  3.2.2 Longline 
 

Tuvalu’s longline vessel’s catch total, as estimated from logsheets in 2019, was 208mt (Table 

3 & Figure 2). Yellowfin tuna accounted the highest catch of 76mt (36.5% of the total) albacore 

tuna of 64mt (30.8%), bigeye tuna of 52mt (25%), skipjack tuna of 16mt (7.7%) and 12mt 

(5.8%) of other tuna-like species (billfish – blue marlin, black marlin, striped marlin & 

swordfish). 

Table 3: Annual raised catch estimates (mt) for the Tuvalu Longline fleet in the WCPFC Convention Area over the 

past five years (2015-2019) Source: Tufman 2 

YEAR ALB BET SKJ YFT OTH Total 

2015 98 205 7 175 23 485 

2016 52 104 3 125 15 284 

2017 173 108 4 163 26 448 

2018 118 65 14 103 17 300 

2019 64 52 16 76 12 208 

 

Figure 2: Chart of annual catches of target species for Tuvalu Long liner(s) for the WCPFC Convention area over 

the past five years (2015-2019). Source: Tufman 2 

 

3.3 FISHING PATTERN AND DISTRIBUTION  

3.3.1 Catch and Effort Distribution for Purse Seiners 
The fishing catch and effort for Purse seine in 2019 were mostly concentrated in the Kiribati 

(Gilberts) EEZ, with some in the Phoenix and Line group and Tuvalu EEZ. Skipjack tuna were 

the great majority of the catch (Figure 3). 
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Figure 3: Tuvalu National Purse seiner fleet operations within WCPO area in the past 5 years. (Source – Dorado, 
Tufman 2) 
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