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HARMONISED MINIMUM TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR FOREIGN FISHING VESSEL ACCESS (MTCs)
(Submitted by the members of the Forum Fisheries Agency)
FFA members draw the attention of the members of the Preparatory Conference to the Harmonised Minimum Terms and Conditions for Foreign Fishing Vessel Access (MTCs) that FFA members have agreed shall be taken into account in the drafting of their respective national fisheries legislations.   The MTCs that were originally adopted by the Pacific Islands Forum in 1982, and revised in 1990 and 2003 now apply to all arrangements for fisheries access to the Exclusive Economic Zones of FFA members. 

Because of the widespread and comprehensive application of the MTCs by FFA members in areas under their respective national jurisdiction, the Commission will be required to take the MTCs into account during consideration of compliance and enforcement arrangements for the Convention Area.   For this reason, FFA members hereby table the current version of the MTCs as amended by the 53rd meeting of the Forum Fisheries Committee (FFC53) held at Nadi, Fiji from 28 April to 8 May 2003.
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