
NOAA,NMFS, PIRO 
AMERICAN SAMOA FIELD OFFICE 
PORT SAMPLING PROGRAM



Vessel arrives in Pago Pago 

 NOAA, NMFS personnel boards vessel and 
checks Regional Purse-Seine Logsheet 
(RPL), by completing an abstract.
 Information from the Bridge Logbook is 

entered on the abstract and compared with  
the vessel’s RPL and well chart.  
 Any discrepancy is corrected before 

finalizing the RPL. 



RPL and Abstract



Scanning and selection of samples

 RPL is scanned and copies for the vessel and our 
records are made.

 NMFS personnel completes a Well Filling 
Worksheet (WFW).  The WFW lists dates of all 
successful sets, position, set type and tonnage by 
species of fish caught.

 If necessary, dates are converted into local dates 
and tonnage into short tons.

 Selection of sample wells made by month, area 
and set type. 



WFW and Sampling Areas



Unloading dry well



Unloading dry well



Unloading dry wells



Unloading wet well



Unloading wet well



Sampling wells
 Port sampler has to determine whether sampling 

is done aboard vessel or on the dock.  This 
depends on the way the vessel is unloaded.

 Two types of unloading:
Transshipment - wet and dry wells, usually 
unsorted; exception – Yellowfin Tuna (large)
Cannery - wet and dry wells, usually sorted

Sampler must determine if unloaders are mixing fish 
from different wells and/or if sorting of fish is 
occurring and adjust sampling strategy.



Sampling on wet deck



Sampling on the dock



Length frequency and Specie 
Composition forms



Sampling Protocols
 If sorted, a 50 fish, length frequency sample 

obtained from each well for each species and size 
group

 If mixed species encountered additional 50 fish 
sample taken to complete a 100 fish mixed 
species sample.  Each species/size group is 
entered on a separate length frequency form.

 If any specie under 50 fish, sampler draws a line 
to separate random sample from  select sample 
and attempts sample more fish to make a 50 fish 
total.



Unloading Logsheet (UL) and 
Final Out Turn (FOT)



After Unloading

 The UL is completed by the vessel and 
cannery and/or transshipment vessel 
 UL contains unloaded cannery weights or 

estimated tonnage transshipped
 FOT obtained from cannery in Pago or 

mailed to NMFS by vessel management
 FOT contains final unloading weight by 

species and size group



FA’AFETAI (THANK YOU)
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